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1 DEC 72

31 DEC 72
1l JAN 73

10 JAN 73

16 JAN 73
20 JAN 73

1-28 FEB 73
8 FEB 73

1-16 MAR 73
13~-30 MAR 73

15-30 MAR 73

1-30 APR 73

2 APR 73

1-31 MAY 73

29 MAY - 1 JUN 73

4-30 JUN 73
17-30 JUN 73

1 JuL 73

3=31 JUL 73

9-26 JUL 73

28 JUL - 2 AUG 73
3~10 AUG 73

12-16 AUG 73

17-21 AUG 73
22-26 AUG 73

27 AUG —- 4 SEP 73

BRIEY CHRONOLOGCY CF 1973

Aircraft Conditional Evaiuvation {(ACE)
Program undertaken. First aircraft
inducted (157243)

End of post deployment standdown.

Turnavound training schedule sita-ted
{classroom)

Began instrument refresher and day
AIC aircrew training ({(simulators and
airborne)

Enrolled one aircrew at TOPGUN Fighte
Weapons School

Began night AIC aircrew training

Day and night AIC training
Aircrew completed Fighter Weapons Sch

Day and night AIC training

Air combat maneuvering {(ACM) syilabus
started

Night AIC and proficiency training

ACM and night AIC training
ACE program completed. Last aixcraft
transferred back to squadron (157254)

ACM and night AIC training
EW and ECM training

Conventional weapons training
Ceployment to NAS Fallon, Nevada for
Air Wing Ops and conventional weapons
training

Returned to NAS Miramar

ACM training

FCLP at NAS Miramar for new pilots in
preparaticon for initial F4J CARQUALS
Initial CARQUAL for sever new pilots
aboard USS RANGER

FCLP at NAS Miramar

Squadron CARQUAL refresher sboard USS
KITTY HAWK (all aircrews)

Based achore at NAS Miranar

Aboard USS RKITTY HAWK for ghip Ops
rafrasher

Baged ashore at NAS Miramar



5~10 SEP 73

10 SEP 73

10-12 SEP 73
12-20 SEP 73
20-22 SEP 73
22-32) SEP 73

30 SEP 73

31 8EP -~ 2 OCT 73

38 0CF 73
9-17 OCT 73

18-28 OCT 73
23 OCT - 4 NOV 73

5~22 NOV 73
18-22 NOV 73

23 NOV 74

24-2% NOV 73
29 ROV - 1 DEC 73

2 DEC 73
3-14 DEC 73
15-28 DEC 73
29-31 DEC 73

Enroute Hawall for RIMPAC 73 aboard
UJS8S KITTY HAWK

Arrived Hawaii

Inport Hawaii {Pearl Harbor)

RIMPAC 73 (in Hawaii Ops area)
Inpocrt Hawaiil (Pearl Harbor)

Enxcute San Diego

Arrived San Diego

Squadron moved azhore at NAS Miraomar

Local training at NAS Miramar
WEPTRAEX (Deployed aboard USS KITTY
HAWK in San Diego Carrier Ops area)
Pased ashore at NAS Miramar
Operational Readiness Evaluation ahoa:
USS KITTY HAWK

Ashore at NAS Miramarx

Final preparations for cruise and
sguadron movement aboard KITTY HAWK
Departed CONUS for WESTPAC aboard
KITTY HAWK )
Enrcoute Hawaii

Inport Hawaii

Departed Hawaii for Subic Bay
Enroute Subic Bay
Inport Subic Bay
Local Carriex Ops

Enclosure (1}



EISTORY 1973

COMMAND CREANIZATION AND RELATIONS

i s e s

Fighter Squadron TWO THIRTEEN is a component of Carxierx
Air Wing ELEVEN and is homeporited at the Naval Air Station
Miramar, California. The primary mizzion of this McDonnell
Douglas F4J equipped Fighter Sguadron is to provide all-
weatheir airx superiority for the fleet. The secondary
mission of the sguadron is to supplement the Air Wing attack
capabilities for conventional weapons delivery. Commander’
Robert L. Gilbert, USN wag the Commanding Officer from 20
June 1972 until his relief on 15 June 1973 by Commander
Reger W. Brown, USN during ceremonies held at NAS Miramar.

CPERATIONS

The beginning of calender year 1973 denoted the starvt of
turnaround training for VFP-213. Due to the December influx
of seven new fleet pilots and three RIC‘'s, an especially in~
tensive and comprehensive training schedule was undertaken.
Simultaneously, the sguadron's maintenance department was
tasked as the first Navy F4J squadron to institute the Air-
craft Conditional Evaluation {ACE} Program. The ACE Program
was initiated 1 December 1972 and completed 2 April 1973
with a slzeable overall saving in manhours and maintenancs
costs for the Navy. At the squadron level, the ACE program,
encompassing as many as gix aircraft at one time, heavily
taxed the maintenance effort and significantly lowered air-—
craft availabilit¢y for the period from December 1972 through
April 1973. Flight hours were limited as a direcct result,
and alrborne training was temporarily diminished. In an
attempt to counter these effects, alrcrew training was
maximized by careful scheduling and conscientious utiliza-
tion of each £light hour.

In April, after the ACE program had besn successfully com-
pleted and the squadron's aireraft were nearing full systeus
status, the Black Lions were selected to acguire VIAS (Visual
Taxget Requisition System) equipped aircraft. This transi-
tion meant transfer of the entire ailrcraft inventory. A
timetable of aircraft transfers was coordinated with vr-121,
calling for the exchange of aircraft over a six month period.
The first VTAS equipped aircraft [(BUNO 155881} was received
from VF-121 on 11 April and transi'srs continued into late
September. Once again the mzintenance department was called
upon to rejuvenate a complete squadion of aivcraf: and re-
sponded with ocutstanding rasults. By early Jdune, the squadron
possessed eight VIAS equipped, full systems capable glrexaft
due largely %o the porsistence and expertise of the maintanancs
department.




On June 17th, VF-213 with eight aircraft deployed to MAS
Fallon, Nevada as an element of Air Wing ELEVEN for conven-
tional weapcns training and Alr Wing workup. On each flighi
the Black Lion aircraft were configured with a 600 gallon
centerline tank and a complement of MK-76 practice bombs
or conventional live ordnance (MK-82's or rockets). In
addition to ordnance delivery, aircrews participated in EW,
ACM, photo escort, and air wing ALPHA Strike Training.
During the two week deployment, VF-213 completed 100% of iis
scheduled sorties and once again demonstrated the expert
airmanship and gkills characteristic of the fighting Black
Lions.

Shortly after a 1 July veturn to NAS Miramar, the seven
new pilots began a schedule of day and night FMLP's {(Field
Mirror Landing Practice) to prepaxe for their initial CAR-
QUAL's in the FP4J. BEach pilot was exposed to different
sitvations ard approaches anticipated during carriex opexa-
tions and accumulated an average of 18 practice periods or
about 140 FMLP's. On 27 July, these pilots went aboard USS
RANGER to demonstrate their skills while temporarily assigned
to the VF-121 CARQUAL detachment. Poor weather and limited
time allocation prevented the complete qualification of =ll
pllots, yat each was given his first taste of Phantom IX
performance around the ship, under both day and night con-
ditions.

August marked the beginning of the sguadron workup for sh
beoard operations. FMLP's at NAS Miramar prepared the Black
Lions for the 16 August CQ refresher deployment aboard USS
EITTY HAWK, All aizcrews participated arnd totally qualified,
each with fine individual performances. 2 total of 49 day
and 36 night arrestments were logged by VF-213 during the
five day period.

The Fighting Black Lions again deployed aboard USS KITTY
HAWK on 5 September to participate in RIMPAC 1973, a multi-na
Pacific Ocean exerxcise. Once in the Hawaiian Island Opera-
ting area, the VF~-213 crews flew a diversified schedule and
excelled in every area. Duving the nine day period (12-20 8¢
marking the time frame of the simulated "Blue Water War,“ the
squadron met every commitmant, £lying 133 hours and simulatin
the shooting down of a total of 27 Orange Force (enemy) . -
aircraft. Two aircrews achieved the status of RIMPAC "ACES"
by collecting five "kills" apiece, the only XITTY HAWK fliers
to achieve such status during the exercise. -
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FIGHTER SQUADRON TWO ONE THREE FLIGHT SUMMARY

FLIGHT HOURS (JAN-DEC 1573) ARRESTED LANDINGS

JUN 310.5
JUL 90.0
AUG 72.0

323.1
224.2

101.5

@

JAN  124.7 27 152.3 0 0
FEB 107.0 56. 163.8 0 0
MAR 111.8 20, 132.0 0 0
APR 108.4 109.6 0 0
MAY 143.7 3156.3 0 0
0
0

=t

a0 L b= e

IAD P BN O Y g
a e
HFUINGGIRNGO O

e

N
LTS]
(531

SEP 90.0 . 132.1 4 26
oCT 180.8 102.0 282,.8 79 72
NOV 59.4 34,1 93.5 i1 1L
DEC 68,1 28.5 86.6 21 17
TOTAL 1466.4 501.4 1%67.8 207 162




AIRCRAFT IN VI~213 INVENTCRY DURING 1973

AS OF 1 JAN 15973:

F4J 157272
157265
157242
157243
157247
157251
157254
157255
155808
155764
155832
155849

TRANSFERS:

F4J 157242 TX TO VF-121 5 FEB 73
157246 R{ FROM VF-114 6 FEB 73
155805 TX TO VF-121 21 FEB 73
155901 RX FROM VF-114 21 FEB 73
155764 TX TO VF-121 22 MAR 73
155832 TX TO VF-114 30 MAR 73
155881 RX FROM VF-121 11 BPR 73
155901 TX TO VF-121 13 APR 73
155572 RX FROM VF-121 19 APR 73
157255 TX TO VF-121 25 APR 73
155575 RX FROM VF-121 3 MAY 73
157265 TX TO VF-121 9 MAY 73
155849 TX TO VF-121 15 MAY 73
155876 RX FROM VF-121 16 MAY 73
157272 TX TO VF-121 23 MAY 73
155882 RX FRCOM VFP-121 1 JUN 73
157251 TX TO VF-121 $JJUN 73
155880 RX FROM VF-121 13 JUN 73
155559 RX FROM VF-121 20 JUN 73
157246 TX TO VF-121 11 JUL 73
155563 RX FROM VF-121 13 JUL 73
155886 RX FROM VF-121 2§ JUL 73
157247 TX TO VF-121 27 JUL 73
155886 OPERATIONAL LOSS 7 AUG 73
153795 RX FROM VF-121 9 AUG 73
157243 TX TO VF-121 14 AUG 73
158352 RX FROM VF-154 20 AUG 73
157254 TX TO VF-142 23 AUG 73
155872 RX FROM VF-121 31 AUG 73
155732 RX FROM VF-121 21 SEP 73
158352 TX TO VF-154 14 NOV 73
155872 TX TO VF-121 16 NOV 73
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"AS OF 31 DEC 1973:

F&g 155732
153795
155563
155559
155880
155882
155876
155575
155572
155881

ACE SCHEEDULE OF AIRCRAFT TRANSFERS :

157243

157272

157251

157265

157255
157254

N

1 DEC 72
7 FEB 73

5 DEC 72
5 JAN 73
28 FEB 73

9 DEC 72
21 DEC 72

13 DEC 72
15 JAN 73
28 FEB 73
14 DEC 72

19 DEC 72
5 FEB 73

gL

ouT

5 JAN 73
13 FEB 73

9 DEC 72

24
14

18
27

<1
24
23
21

27

FEB
MAR

DEC
MAR

DEC
FEB
MAR
FEB

DEC

73
73

72
73

72
73
i3
73

72

2 APR 73
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HISTORY
or
FIGHTER SQUADRON TWO ONE THREE
1955 = 1973

Fighter Squadron TWO ONE THREE's distinguished history
began on 22 June 1955 when the squadron was commissionzd at
NAS Moffet Iield. The now famous "BLACK LION" insignia con-
sisting of a lion surmounting the constellation Leo against
the dark nightsky was chosen to depict the courage and ten-
acity necessary to perform the squadron's mission in the en-
vironment in which we work. Assigned the duzl and demanding
missions of night/all-weather air defense and special weapons
delivery, the squadron was initially equipped with the Mc-
Connell F-2H3 BANSHEE,

Following an extensive training period, the BLACK LIONS
joined Air Wing TWELVE and departed for the Far East on
board USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31) in early August 1956.
Shortly after their return from a very successful cruise,
the BLACK LIONS became one cf the first Navy squadrons to
receive the F-4D SKYRAY. This aircraft, then the Navy's
finest all-weather interceptor, was a radical change from
the BANSHEE both in performance and external appearance.

At the time of its introduction to the fleet, the F-4D was
the holder of several world speed and climb records.

Deploying aboard USS LEXINGTON {CVA~16), the BLACK
LIONS commenced the first of two WESTPAC c¢ruises with the
"Ford." Their return f£rom the Far East in February 1960
marked the last operational deployment of the SKYRAY to
the Far East.

Home again at Moffet Field, VF-213 swapped the F~4D
for the McDonnell F-3H DEMON in March 1960. By November
1960, fully combat ready with their new aircraft, the BLACK
LIONS boarded the USS HANCOCK {CVA-19) for their fourth de~
ployment in as many years. Returning in June 1961, the
squadron was shifted to NAS Miramar which was destined to
become "Fighter Town" home of all YAIRPAC" fighter aircraft.
In the various competitions which ensued, VF-213 immediately
distinguished itself as the outstanding all-weather fighter
squadron. In October of that year, with less than ten air-
craft aboard, the squadron flew over 600 hours. A “missile
shoot” at Point Mugu the following month established a new
Pacific Missile Range record for squadron proficiency.

February 1962 found the BLACK LIONS once more bound for
WESTPAC, again aboard USS HANCOCK (CVA-19}. The deployment
was highlighted by participation in the United States initial
support operations in Laos. Prior to their return to CONUS
in June, all pilots had qualified as "Centurions" aboard
HANCOCK. The next cruise in HANCOCK, June-December 1963,

Enclosure (1)
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rang down the curtain on the DEMON and the BLACK LICNS
ccmmenced transition to the F-4 PHANTOM shortly after re-
turning to Miramar. The sguadron was assigned a unique
version of the PHEANTCM, the F-4G, containing data link equip-
ment compatible.with shipboard and airborne Tactical Data
Systems. An eighteen month training and evaluation period
followed during which the BLACK LIONS pioneered and stan-
dardized much of the Tactical Data System operations in uss
today. The BLACK LIONS®' first deployment in PHANTCMS, which
commenced in November 1965 aboard USS KITTY HAWE {CVA~63},
was a combat deployment in the Gulf of Tonkin. In addition
to continued operaticnal evaluation of the Tactical Data
Systems, the squadron accrued another "First" in the eva-
lvation of the Approach Power Compensator System while sup-
porting United States commitments in North and South Vietnam.
This deployment marked the first utilization of the P-4 as

a conventional bomber, a role which was destined to mark

the PHANTOM as the number one aircraft in the Navy, Air Force
and Marine inventoxy. Returning on June 19, 1966, the

BLACK LIONS traded their F-4G's for the latest F-4éB's,

again equipped with specialized electronic gear which re-
quired combat operational evaluation.

Midway through their short turn around training period,
the BLACK LIONS operating proficiency and accomplishments
were recognized by the receipt of the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations Safety Award. In November 1966 we were aboard USS
RITTY HAWK again heading for what was now a "hot" war in
the Gulf of Tonkin. Notable among the many accomplishments
were the destruction of a North Vietnamese "Col:" aircraft,
the strikes against Haiphong, Hanoi, Van Dien, Than Hoa and
the first United States strike against the Mig base at Kep.

Late June 1967 found the BLACK LIONS back at Miramaz
readying themselves for their third consecutive combat
cruise in less than two years. Despite heavy operating
schedules and shert turnaround periods, the outstanding
readiness of the BLACK LIONS was amply evidenced by the
95.7 received during the Administrative/Material inspection
conducted just prior to deployment. The second consecutive
Chief of Naval Operations Safety Award presented to the
BLACK LIONS reflected the spirit and competence of the
entire squadron.

Leaving San Diego in November 1967, the BLACK LIONS
arrived on the line the 23xd of December, remaining there
until 21 February to set a new record for consecutive days
on Yankee Station. During this pericd, the squadron flew
an unprecedented 1633 hourz in 917 combat sorties. May 1968
marked the anniversary of our fourth year of PHANTOM oper-
ations, primarily in the combat area, without an operational
accident; a period during which we have flown over 20,000
hours and made 6000 carrier landings. This is a record un-
equalled by any operational squadron and certainly envied
by all of them. Official xecognition of this performance
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consecutive Chief of Naval Operations Safety Award at cere-
monies on the NAS Miramar parade ground shortly after re-
turning to San Diego in June 1968.

f=
.
l_.

L

After enjoying their first Christmas at home in four
years, the BLACK LIONS departed San Diego abcard USS KITTY
HAWK for their fourth consecutive deployment in the Gulf of
Tonkin. Despite the cessation of bombing in North Vietnam,
VF-213 maintained a high tempo of flight operations both
in the Gulf of Tonkin and the Yellow Sea, flying 1897 sorties
for 3741 flight hours and expending nearly 1000 tons ordnance.

Returning to CONUS in September 1969, the BLACK LIONS
began their transition to the F4J, a more powerful and
sophisticated version of the PHANTOM II. After completing
months of arduous training in all phases of F-4 flying,
VF-213 once again moved aboard the USS KITTY HAWK. In
November 1970, the ship and air wing departed for another
extended deployment in the Southeast Asia war zone. During
the cruise, the squadron flew hundreds of missions against
the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos. The BLACK LIONS alsc support-
ed the South Vietnamese thrust into Laos and participated
in several protective reaction strikes into North Vietnam.
For its efforts, the squadron was awarded the Navy Unit
Citation and, for its cutstanding safety record, it was
awarded its fourth CNO Safety Award on returning to CONUS.

After a short and hectic turnaround, the sguadron
deployed again in USS KITTY EAWK on Februwary 17, 1972 in
support of U.S. withdrawal. During the deployment the BLACK
LIONS continued to set records. The squadron's aircrews
flew over 2100 missions and dropped over 1200 tons of or-
dnance with seven aircrewmen accumulating more than 300
missions each. During the deployment the BLACK LIONS also
spent a record 188 days on the line.

The year of 1973 gave VF-213 a well-deserved long
turnaround and training cycle. In April, after a four
month ACE program which had yielded gix completely overhaul-
ed aircraft, the squadron traded all twelve aircraft to
VF-121 in return for twelve VTAS-equipped aircraft. The
new aircraft gave the BLACK LIONS the most advanced dog-
fight capability and versatility available il the F-4J. 1In
November, VF-213 lowered its inventory to ten aircraft in
accordance with the new CV carrier concept requirements
and deployed aboard USS KITTY HAWK for the BLACK LIONS
eight WESTPAC cruise. The close of 1973 found VF-213 op-
erating in the South China Sea in preparation for an antici-
pated Indian Ocean deployment.

Enclosure (1)

22






LICGH ATBCREFY

135 20N BOMME RICHARD
9 3

HANCOCK

055

L5350 LEXIRGTON
98¢

265 KITTY HAY

1955 NAE MOUFPET
1961 NAS MYIRAHAR

Lrg

ol | [ it




_CONFEBRNEIAL

Ordnance delivered against the enemy in

9 = 25 March

3 April - 22 May

1 - 27 June

8 July - L August

15 August - 5 September
15 Septimber - 2 October

12 October = 5 November

1st Line
2nd Line
3rd Line
Lth Line
5th Line
6th Line

7th Line

Southeast Asia (MAR - NOV 1972)

Period - 193 tons
Period - 363 tons
Period = 98 tons
145 tons

Period = 151 tons

Period

Period = 118 tons

Period - 114 tons

Total Ordnance Expended - 1132 tons
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